[Anal and urinary incontinence after obstetric anal sphincter rupture].
The aim of the study was to assess the long term impact of obstetric anal sphincter rupture on the frequency of anal and urinary incontinence, and identify factors to predict patients at risk. In 94 consecutive women who had sustained an obstetric anal sphincter rupture, anal manometry, anal sphincter electromyography and pudendal nerve terminal motor latency at three months post partum was performed. A questionnaire regarding incontinence was sent between two to four years post partum. Forty-two percent of responders had anal incontinence, 32% had urinary and anal incontinence. Overall, 56% of the women had incontinence symptoms. The occurrence of anal incontinence was associated with pudendal nerve terminal motor latencies > 2.0 milliseconds and the occurrence of urinary incontinence was associated with the degree of rupture, the use of vacuum extraction and previous presence of urinary incontinence. Thirty-eight percent of the women with incontinence wanted treatment, but only a few had sought medical advice.